
Academic Honor

Dear Chemistry Student,


This topic can be unpleasant but it is vital that you understand my expectations before we embark on this intellectual journey together. I suspect some of you will choose to cheat in my class this year. I'm an old teacher…..and this is not a new problem. However, educating you about academic integrity greatly reduces the number of incidents. Some students struggle with the temptation of the “easy way”. In the case of chemistry class, the “easy way” refers to making use of other student’s work. This may involve current or former students. You have probably heard that this course is hard…..why not “lean” on someone’s previous work to get through the rocky spots? Hopefully I can persuade you to make choices that reflect inner strength, integrity, & honor. 
Examples of cheating in chemistry class:

1. Excerpt of email from your lab partner – “I just want to see how you did one of them”. You send your lab report. Imagine your surprise when I show you two lab reports that I received that are identical except for the font and student name. This one is usually a product of the desperation at the end of procrastination. You have a full week to complete your lab reports. Start early and you will identify your problems & questions while you still have time to resolve them.
2. Using a lab report from an older sibling or friend who completed the course in a previous year.

3. Passing information about a quiz or test to the next class. Receiving information about a quiz or test from another student.
4. “Can I borrow your homework?”

5. This one is less obvious to students but all too common. Lab partners collect data as a team. Developing skills of collaboration and teamwork are very important but I have to ensure that you’re also developing skills as an individual. A couple of examples. Making qualitative observations is very important in chemistry. One partner takes responsibility for recording the observations while the other partner obtains the chemicals and mixes them. Days later, one partner emails the observations and they appear in both lab reports identically. I consider this to be plagiarism. Each partner is responsible for observing the reactions and recording what they see/touch/smell/hear. If two students observe the same chemical event and record observations without talking…..you would be amazed by how different the two accounts can be. Only with individual practice will each student learn to develop the attention to detail that is the backbone of excellent observation. Now for the quantitative side. A lab team is measuring masses and volumes. One student performs the measurements and the partner records the numbers. Days later, the other partner asks for the data and receives it in final form………a formal data table……and it gets inserted into the report. This is also plagiarism. All students must learn how to organize and present data in well-constructed tables.
6. If you’re in doubt……."Is this cheating?"……"Is this acceptable?"………JUST ASK!

How I feel about it:
· I have turned in previous students for submitting the work of siblings, lab partners, and friends who had previously completed the course or were also taking the course. These students faced the Judicial Board and received appropriate punishment including explanation of their infraction in their permanent record.

· It is disrespectful to me for you to submit work as your own that was really based on the time, energies, and thoughts of someone else. A significant part of my job is to evaluate your efforts and skills and communicate this to interested parties (you, your parents, your extended family, the school, honor societies, summer programs, scholarship programs, colleges, potential employers, and others). If you are living a lie by submitting work that is not your own then I am subsequently lying to all of the above mentioned parties when I give my public assessment of your progress and achievements. 
· It is disrespectful to your peers. For your peers that are honestly giving their best effort and submitting their own work it is not fair for them to compete against students who are cheating the system. This is analogous to a baseball player who follows the rules having to compete against athletes that have used chemical means to gain illegal advantage. Do you want to compete against the steroid abuser for the home run title, all star accolades, salary rewards, World Series title, and a spot in the baseball Hall of Fame? Do you want to compete against the stock car racer who has an illegally modified engine? Do you want to race against the steroid user for the Olympic gold medal in the 100 meter dash? Serious ramifications inflicted by dishonesty are certainly not limited to athletics. Do you want to interview for an important job against a candidate who has falsified their resume and proclaimed credentials that they don’t have? Do you want to be treated by a doctor that cheated their way through medical school?
· It is disrespectful to yourself. In the long run, it will not be mentally healthy for you to look in the mirror day after day knowing that you are a cheat and dealing with the stress of living a lie. As you grow into adulthood and face increasing responsibility for yourself and others, it will be imperative that you develop self worth.
Consequences:

1. Lose self respect and the ability to develop a healthy sense of self worth.

2. Lose the respect & trust of important people……people who are important to your immediate welfare as well as your future welfare.

3. Face punitive action from teachers and the school.

4. Face future punitive action in terms of lost opportunities (summer internships, college acceptance, potential jobs, etc.).

Cheaters usually laugh at this “stuff” until it is too late. We all know the stories of students, athletes, company presidents, politicians, and the like that have cheated and been discovered. The story always has an ugly ending and usually has serious consequences for people other than the perpetrator. You may think that there is little relationship between swindling $100 million in company assets and cheating on a chemistry test but they all started somewhere. Immorality is like a disease…..developing slowly at first….and then growing beyond the individual’s control.
I also feel that cheating frequently develops when people feel a sense of unfairness……they're being cheated…..so they're going to cheat back. Am I unfair? I’m definitely open to an honest dialog about my course and its fairness. Those of you who have already completed my Introductory Chemistry course know that I give an extensive survey at the end of the year to get your opinions about my teaching and the course. I feel that the assessments in chemistry provide you with a fair opportunity to demonstrate the knowledge and skills you have developed. I don’t think I give you questions “out of left field”. I think the tests follow closely the work you were asked to do in the lab reports and practice. I also feel that the tests are designed in such a way that you are not overly penalized for small errors. You have plenty of opportunity to show your work, explain your answer, and earn partial credit as opposed to a dependence on only the final “right” answer. I provide complete topic lists, openly discuss test format, frequently discuss questions that will appear on the test, and frequently publish lists of questions that I draw from in constructing the test. I believe a student is entitled to know clearly what they are expected to learn and then assessed to demonstrate if they have met those objectives.
If you get stuck, if you get desperate, if you feel anxious…….don’t compromise your honor……don’t compromise your reputation……come speak to me…….we’ll figure something out. On assessments (quizzes, lab reports, projects, & tests), I will be asking you to sign a statement indicating that you are submitting your own work for evaluation.
 A final word. Those who decide that the easy way is the best way might want to think carefully about asking me for a college recommendation. I’m very fond of the truth. I also tend to know more than you think I do.
Honor Statement for use on assessments:
“On my honor, I have not received, given, nor will I give any unauthorized aid on this assessment.”
Signature
I would like a signed acknowledgement that this document has been read:

________________________________________        ______________

                                 Student Signature



Date

________________________________________        ______________

                                  Parent Signature



Date

Chemistry      Cary Academy     W.G. Rushin

